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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on tho cover shoot with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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3. O The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or (f). 

a) 13 All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 



* Certified copies not received; . 

5. [U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) CJ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. O Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 , 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. 13 CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) S including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
David Bilodeau on 11/04/03. 

The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: On sheet 13, there are presently two different figures 
captioned 14(C) and two different figures captioned 14(G). The second figure captioned 
14(C) shall be re-captioned 14(D), and the second figure captioned 14(G) shall be re- 
captioned 14(H). In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must nnake 
these above agreed upon drawing changes. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance; 
Claims 1,10, and 1 1 recite features similar to those found in Krivokapic et al. 

6,100,558 and Katoh et al. 6,087,687. However, the cumulative effect of amendments 
filed 02/19/2003 and 09/17/2003 is that each of these claims now requires, inter alia, 
that a length of a bottom part of the gate electrode parallel to a channel length direction 
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be longer than a length of an upper part of the gate insulation filnn along a channel 
length direction. In Krivokapic at al., the bottom part of the gate electrode is longer than 
a length of an upper part of the gate insulation film only by virtue of the fact that portions 
of the bottom part of the gate electrode are angled with respect to the channel length 
direction, so as to double as side parts. The flat bottom portion of the gate electrode in 
Krivokapic et al. (the part that is truly parallel to a channel length direction) is exactly the 
same length as the length of an upper part of the gate insulation film. In Katoh et al. a 
bottom part of the gate electrode is longer than a length of an upper part of the gate 
insulation film, but it is longer in a direction that is at right angles to the channel length 
direction, because in the claims, the channel length direction points from the source to 
the drain, as is explained on page 5 of applicant's remarks filed 2/19/03. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas L Dickey whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0980. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 8 AM to 6 
PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (703) 308-6601 . The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 
for regular communications and 703-872-9319 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
3431. 

i 1/2003 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2826 



